
RESOLUTION RELATING TO APPROVING NEW REFERENDUM REVENUE
AUTHORIZATIONS, AND CALLING AN ELECTION THEREON

WHEREAS, the mission of the Cambridge-Isanti Schools is to develop well-rounded individuals
and responsible citizens who excel in leadership and achieve at the highest levels, which

requires highly effective teachers and staff addressing the unique needs of each learner in
partnership with parents, students and a unified community; and 

WHEREAS, strong communities have strong schools and protecting the values of Cambridge-
Isanti Schools requires stable funding and operations at a time when state funding for

education in Minnesota has not kept pace with inflation over the last decade and, according to a
2021 state education finance report, has lost 10% of its buying power since 2003; and

WHEREAS, Cambridge-Isanti Schools currently ranks in the bottom 7% of all Minnesota school
districts in terms of per-student spending and funding; and 

WHEREAS, among area school districts (e.g. Mississippi 8 Conference) Cambridge-Isanti
Schools rank last in per-student funding and last in per-student spending, resulting in larger

class sizes, fewer career and technical opportunities, and fewer teachers, staff and critical
supports for students; and

WHEREAS, high-quality teachers and staff are critical to high levels of student achievement and
success, yet the district has had to cut 100 teaching and staff positions and reduce programs

and services by $8.5 million over the last three years in order to balance its budget, resulting in
larger class sizes and reduced opportunities and critical supports for students; and

WHEREAS, according to a 2020 Minnesota Department of Education report, the average voter-
approved operating referendum in Minnesota is $864 per student; and 

WHEREAS, funding education in Minnesota is a shared responsibility requiring state, federal
and local revenue, and Cambridge-Isanti Schools has gone without a local voter-approved

operating referendum since 2004; and from 2003 to 2021, Minnesota’s general education basic
revenue has fallen from 70% to 53% of all general education funding, and most Minnesota
school districts have adopted a voter-approved operating referendum to fill the gap; and 

WHEREAS, our community faces critical workforce shortages including, but not limited to
skilled trades, manufacturing, engineering, healthcare, and teaching, and our students need to

be well educated and career-ready to fulfill the needs of our community and society; and

WHEREAS, if the district had a local voter-approved operating referendum, the district would
unlock additional state aid and the state would pay 20% of the referendum amount (up to $460

per student) in equalization aid; and 

WHEREAS, without a local referendum, the district forfeits the equalization aid, which is a state
appropriation, funded through state sales and income taxes, and those taxes are distributed to

other communities and school districts; and 

WHEREAS, in 2021, the District expanded the school board’s Finance Committee to become a
Citizens Financial Advisory Council and added community business leaders, to increase

transparency, oversight and accountability for any future referendum proceeds, and the Board
commits to continue maintaining that Citizens Financial Advisory Council over the duration of

any approved referendum authorization; and

 
WHEREAS, a Citizens Task Force convened in January 2021 to examine district finances,

facilities, operations and instructional areas; the Citizens Task Force found “a revenue problem”
to be a significant barrier for the district in fulfilling its mission to provide a high-quality

education to every Cambridge-Isanti student; and 

WHEREAS, the Citizens Task Force recommended that the School Board hold a referendum in
November 2021 to increase its general education revenue by $565 per student, and use that

revenue to hire and retain high-quality teachers and support students, which will help to
reduce class size, maintain and improve student opportunities, and provide student supports;

and  

WHEREAS, the Citizens Task Force further recommended that the School Board ask voters to
approve a second question to further increase its general education revenue by $121 per

student, and use that revenue to support vocational technical education and college readiness
by maintaining and expanding vocational technical and career classes; increasing opportunities
for students to earn college credits; adding apprenticeships; providing training and mentoring

that prepare graduates for success in careers and college; and supporting the district’s K-12
student achievement goals; and

WHEREAS, if the proposed referendum is approved by voters, the School Board is committed to
make reductions in other tax levies, which will reduce the tax impact from the proposed

referendum; and
 

WHEREAS, if the proposed referendum is approved by voters, agricultural land will see a slight
decrease in taxes with the School Board’s commitment to make reduction in other tax levies;

and
 

WHEREAS, our children are the people who will carry our community forward; they will one
day lead our cities, schools, businesses, churches, states, and nation; they are the future of our
society, humanity is in their hands, and an educated citizenry is essential to a government of

the people, by the people, and for the people.


